
Infectious Diseases
Division Newsletter

August 2023

INSIDE THIS ISSUE

• Awards and Honors
• Appointments and Transitions
• Other News
• Newsroom Updates
• Divisional Publications
• Important Dates

1

https://twitter.com/wcm_id?lang=en
https://medicine.weill.cornell.edu/divisions-programs/infectious-diseases
https://www.instagram.com/wcmcid/


Awards and Honors

2

A colleague compliment for 
Lee Gottesdiener:

“When I work with consultants, my favorite 
part is learning from you. With patients he is 
consulted on, he is incredibly patient with my 

(many) questions, and clear with his 
responses. His overall demeanor (though all 

over EPIC messaging which can be near 
impossible,) fosters the best parts of 

collaborative care in medicine where we can 
learn from each other and in the process give 
the best care to patients. I hope he keeps up 

the great work!”
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Congratulations to Samuel Merrick, who received
the Weill Cornell Community Clinic Spirit of Service
Award, for “unyielding generosity in the care of
patients, exceptional clinical expertise, and
devotion to medical student education and
mentorship”.

Congratulations to Samuel
Merrick for also being
listed as a Super Doctor -
Internal Medicine.



Appointments and Transitions
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Farewell to Adrian Jinich, Postdoctoral
Associate in Kyu Rhee’s Lab, who will leave
Weill Cornell to start a new role on the
faculty at the University of California, San
Diego (UCSD).

Welcome to Shane Vedova, a new grad 
student in the Jones Lab. 



Other NewsOther News
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Dr. Vasiliki Koumaki, former Salzburg fellow, visited from Greece and
attended Micro Lab and ID Division Functions.



Newsroom Updates
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Shashi Kapadia was featured in the following:

Cornell Chronicle: “Hep C treatment initiation low
among Medicaid recipients”.

Cornell Newsroom: “Initiation of Hepatitis C Treatment
Low Among Medicaid Recipients”.

Contemporary OB/GYN: Hepatitis C treatment initiation
low among younger, female Medicaid enrollees”.

HCPLive: “Hepatitis C Treatment Initiation Low Among
Younger, Female Medicaid Enrollees”.

Lish Ndhlovu was featured in the following:

Boulder Weekly: “NIDA awards researchers $11.2 million
grant to study how cannabis affects HIV-infected brain
tissue”.

https://news.cornell.edu/stories/2023/08/hep-c-treatment-initiation-low-among-medicaid-recipients
https://news.weill.cornell.edu/news/2023/08/initiation-of-hepatitis-c-treatment-low-among-medicaid-recipients
https://www.contemporaryobgyn.net/view/hepatitis-c-treatment-initiation-low-among-younger-female-medicaid-enrollees
https://www.hcplive.com/view/hepatitis-c-treatment-initiation-low-younger-female-medicaid-enrollees
https://boulderweekly.com/features/grey-matter/


Divisional Publications

 Harris CT, Tong X, Campelo R, Marreiros IM, Vanheer LN, Nahiyaan N, Zuzarte-Luís VA,
Deitsch KW, Mota MM, Rhee KY, Kafsack BFC. Sexual differentiation in human malaria
parasites is regulated by competition between phospholipid metabolism and histone
methylation. Nat Microbiol. 2023 Jul;8(7):1280-1292. doi: 10.1038/s41564-023-01396-
w. Epub 2023 Jun 5. PMID: 37277533.

 Mamedov MR, Vedova S, Freimer JW, Sahu AD, Ramesh A, Arce MM, Meringa AD, Ota
M, Chen PA, Hanspers K, Nguyen VQ, Takeshima KA, Rios AC, Pritchard JK, Kuball J,
Sebestyen Z, Adams EJ, Marson A. CRISPR screens decode cancer cell pathways that
trigger γδ T cell detection. Nature. 2023 Aug 30. doi: 10.1038/s41586-023-06482-x.
Epub ahead of print. PMID: 37648854.

 Narayanasamy S, Curtis LH, Hernandez AF, Woods CW, Moody MA, Sulkowski M,
Turbett SE, Baden LR, Gulick RM, Pau AK, Adam SJ, Marks P, Stockbridge NL, Dobbins
JR, Krofah E, Leav B, Pang P, Roessig L, Vedin O, Waldstreicher J, Berman SC, Cremisi H,
Schofield L, Gandhi RT, Naggie S. Lessons from COVID-19 for Pandemic Preparedness:
Proceedings from a Multi-Stakeholder Think Tank. Clin Infect Dis. 2023 Jul 12:ciad418.
doi: 10.1093/cid/ciad418. Epub ahead of print. PMID: 37435958.

 Shikuma CM, Wojna V, De Gruttola V, Siriwardhana C, Souza S, Rodriguez-Benitez RJ,
Turner EH, Kallianpur K, Bolzenius J, Chow D, Matos M, Shiramizu B, Clements DM,
Premeaux TA, Ndhlovu LC, Paul R. Impact of ART intensification with CCR5 antagonist
maraviroc on HIV-associated neurocognitive impairment. AIDS. 2023 Jul 7. doi:
10.1097/QAD.0000000000003650. Epub ahead of print. PMID: 37418541.

 Zhan W, Li D, Subramanyaswamy SB, Liu YJ, Yang C, Zhang H, Harris JC, Wang R, Zhu S,
Rocha H, Sherman J, Qin J, Herring M, Simwela NV, Waters AP, Sukenick G, Cui L,
Rodriguez A, Deng H, Nathan CF, Kirkman LA, Lin G. Dual-pharmacophore artezomibs
hijack the Plasmodium ubiquitin-proteasome system to kill malaria parasites while
overcoming drug resistance. Cell Chem Biol. 2023 May 18;30(5):457-469.e11. doi:
10.1016/j.chembiol.2023.04.006. Epub 2023 May 5. PMID: 37148884; PMCID:
PMC10240386.
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https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/37277533/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/37648854/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/37435958/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/37418541/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/37148884/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/37148884/


Important Dates
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8th Annual Weill Department                 
of Medicine Research Retreat 

First Advanced Topics at the 
new date/time (Thursdays)

8:30AM – 9:30AM

State of the Department of Medicine 
at Medical Grand Rounds

from 8AM – 9AM

IDSNY Intercity Rounds
At 5:30PM – 7:30PM

(Link)

Next I.D. Faculty Meeting
new date/time (Mondays)

12PM -1PM
(Zoom Link) 

IDWeek
WCM Reception on 10/12

7PM to 9PM

https://www.idsny.org/
https://weillcornell.zoom.us/j/94453246228
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