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Meeting Description 
The Tenth Annual Department of Medicine Research Retreat will 
provide a distinct forum to bring together a diverse range of 
established and emerging faculty and trainees and experts in 
complimentary fields to foster and expand our research efforts. The 
conference will feature a broad range of faculty with talks reflecting 
different career stages and research fields. 

Participation by young investigators, trainees and residents is strongly 
encouraged. The central goals of the conference are to: 

1) Highlight the various research programs within the Department—
specifically to promote interaction between young and senior 
investigators and exchange of ideas which will shape the future 
direction of research within the Department 

2) Foster the development of the next generation of researchers by 
encouraging participation of residents and post-doctoral trainees 

3) Promote interactions and collaborations amongst our research
faculty. 

The conference will provide time for formal and informal discussions 
allowing for widespread participation of conference attendees at various 
career stages.  

The full program and speaker bios are listed in the following pages below. 

weillcornell.org



Program 
 

Friday, November 14th, 2025 

9:00 am 
Introduction | Weill Greenberg 2rd Floor 
Dr. Kyu Rhee, MD, PhD 
Dr. Gregory Sonnenberg, PhD  
Dr. Myles Wolf, MD 

 
 
 

9:10 am 
Junior Faculty Presentations | Weill Greenberg 2rd Floor 
Puja Chebrolu, MD 
Assistant Professor of Medicine, Division of General Internal Medicine 
“Diabetes without obesity: the understudied risk that affects 74 million people" 

 

9:25 am 
Senior Faculty Presentation | Weill Greenberg 2rd Floor 
Thangamani Muthukumar, MD 
Associate Professor of Medicine, Division of Nephrology and Hypertension 
“Kidney Transplant Rejection: Beyond What the Eye Perceives” 

Vered Stearns, MD 
Professor of Medicine, Division of Hematology and Oncology 
“The Preoperative Setting for Systemic Treatment Optimization in Breast Cancer”

 
 

10:00 am 
Abstract Oral Presentations | Weill Greenberg 2rd Floor 
Zainab Motiwala, MBBS 
Research Assistant, Division of General Internal Medicine 
“Uptake of gestational and postpartum diabetes screening with a community health worker delivered intervention in urban 
slums in Pune, India” 

Jesse Platt, MD, PhD 
Assistant Professor of Medicine, Division of Gastroenterology and Hepatology  
“Proteolethargy is a pathogenic mechanism in chronic disease” 

Franco Castillo Tokumori, MD 
Instructor in Medicine, Division of Hematology and Oncology 
“Functional Annotation of Myeloproliferative Neoplasm Clones Reveals Mutation-Specific Fitness and Differentiation Bias”

 

10:30 am 
Poster Session | Griffis Faculty Club  

 
 
 

12:00 pm 
Break 
 

 

12:30 pm 
Keynote Lecture | Uris Auditorium 

Ravi Thadhani, MD, MPH 
Executive Vice President for Clinical Affairs; Chief Medical Officer, Ceders-Sinai Health System 
"Diagnostic and Therapeutic Solutions for Preeclampsia: The End of the Beginning”
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